
Personal Statement: Dawn Michelle Kelly 

In support of the Self-Represented Litigants (Equitable Treatment and 

Costs Recovery) Bill 2025 

My name is Dawn-Michelle of the family Kelly. I am a woman 

who has exercised her right to appear in court as a self-

represented litigant in multiple proceedings in Western 

Australia. I was not afforded legal aid, nor did I find lawyers 

who were willing—or able—to argue the core of my position. 

I stood alone, relying on my own research, integrity, and voice. 

This Bill is born out of lived experience. I have seen firsthand 

how self-represented litigants are treated as less credible, less 

capable, and less deserving of respect. We are often labelled 

with dismissive terms -“pseudo-legal”, “vexatious”, 

“sovereign citizen”, “OPCA Litigant”  -simply for questioning 

procedure or asserting rights rooted in the Constitution or 

common law. These labels are used not to understand us, but 

to silence us. 

I have attended courtrooms where I was denied access to 

essential documents, excluded from procedural meetings, and 

physically mistreated—once at the direction of a magistrate. I 

have had legal arguments shut down before they could be heard. I have spent hundreds of hours 

preparing documents, researching statutes, and ensuring compliance—only to be told that my 

time, unlike that of a solicitor, has no value in law. 

When I succeeded in court, I was offered mere cents for printing costs. When I lost, it was often 

not because my position lacked merit—but because I did not have the procedural fluency of a 

trained barrister or the resources of a law firm. I did not have access to the court’s library 

neither as a litigant nor a Justice of the Peace. I was denied the tools of justice while being 

expected to compete by its standards. 

This is not justice. This is institutionalised abuse of position and power.  

The Self-Represented Litigants (Equitable Treatment and Costs Recovery) Bill 2025 is a 

necessary remedy. It affirms that all who appear before a court—regardless of status, training, 

or representation—are entitled to dignity, due process, and a fair go. It does not ask for 

special treatment. It asks for equal footing. 

This Bill does not just speak to my journey. It speaks to the thousands of others—parents, 

whistleblowers, injured workers, the wrongly charged—who come to court in good faith, 

without lawyers, and leave with broken trust in the system. 

This reform is overdue. I offer this Bill to the Parliament and people of Western Australia not 

out of bitterness, but out of commitment. Commitment to justice, transparency, and to the 

principle that the law must serve the people, not just the profession. 

 


