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MEDIA RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

Date: 25th May 2025 

“Justice for All — Not Just the Represented”: New Bill 
Demands Fair Treatment for Self-Represented 
Litigants in WA Courts 
 
PERTH, WA — A bold new legislative proposal—the Self-

Represented Litigants (Equitable Treatment and Costs 

Recovery) Bill 2025—is being introduced to correct systemic 

disadvantages faced by self-represented litigants (SRLs) in 

Western Australia's legal system. 

The Bill, developed by community advocate and legal reform 

campaigner Dawn Michelle Kelly, aims to enshrine legal rights 

and procedural protections for litigants who appear in court 

without legal representation—whether by choice or necessity. 

“This Bill is not about special treatment. It is about equal 

treatment. Everyone who walks into a courtroom deserves 

fairness, dignity, and access to justice—regardless of whether 

they have a lawyer,” said Dawn. 

Key reforms in the Bill include: 

• A statutory right for SRLs to recover reasonable legal costs, including time, research, and 

document preparation; 

• A duty on courts and registry staff to provide procedural assistance and plain-English support 

without fear of overstepping; 

• Protection from bias, derogatory labelling, or systemic discrimination; 

• Guaranteed access to a support person or McKenzie Friend throughout legal proceedings; 

• A legal requirement for government agencies to acknowledge and respond to formal notices 

issued by SRLs; 

• New rights to review decisions where procedural unfairness or judicial bias may have occurred. 

The Bill is supported by decades of legal principle, including references to the Free Courts Act 1400 

(UK), ALRC Report 75, and landmark cases such as Kirk v Industrial Relations Commission (NSW) 

and Dietrich v The Queen. 

A Grassroots Push for Institutional Change 

The Bill includes four schedules: a sample legal notice illustrating SRL obstacles, principles from 

ALRC 75, legal authorities supporting reform, and a model cost recovery template for SRLs. 

“This is what real access to justice looks like,” said Ms Kelly. “It’s time we stopped punishing people 

for not being able to afford a lawyer.” 
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The Bill is now available for public viewing and advocacy groups are being invited to support its 

introduction in Parliament. 

 

Sign the petition to support this Bill: https://chng.it/Yq7S5VJ6BF 

 

Seeking sponsorship and advocacy. 

For media inquiries, interviews or a full copy of the Bill, contact: 
Email: dawn@dawnkelly.com.au 

Blogg: https://dawnkelly.com.au/when-you-stand-alone-in-court-the-law-should-stand-with-you/ 

 
Prepared by: ©Dawn-Michelle of the family: Kelly 
Authorised Agent and Representative for ©Dawn Michelle Kelly 
 
 
 
 

https://chng.it/Yq7S5VJ6BF
mailto:dawn@dawnkelly.com.au
https://dawnkelly.com.au/when-you-stand-alone-in-court-the-law-should-stand-with-you/

